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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-455
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Gulliford
Date of Introduction: June 24, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: June 26, 2014
Type of Action: Approval of amended and restated lease amendment; appropriation; CIP amendment; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the execution of an amended and restated amendment #12 to the lease between the City and the Jacksonville Jaguars for use of EverBank Field to provide for the installation of WiFi improvements in conjunction with the on-going stadium improvements. The bill appropriates $1.25 million from the City’s Banking Fund and allocates additional “project cost savings” from the on-going scoreboards and north end zone construction project as additional City contribution to the cost of the WiFi improvements. The bill amends the 2013-18 Capital Improvement Program to add and authorize a project entitled “EverBank Field WiFi Project and makes a finding that deferral of this CIP amendment until the next annual budget process would be detrimental to the best interests of the community.  It waives provisions of Ordinance Code Chapter 126 – Procurement Code – to waive application of the chapter to this project, with the exception of requirements pertaining to the Equal Business Opportunity Program. The bill designates the Office of Economic Development as the City’s oversight agency and requests emergency passage of the bill on first reading.
Background Information: During the course of the on-going project to expand the video boards at the stadium and create a new north end zone plaza, the Jaguars learned of an impending mandate from the NFL to improve WiFi capacity in all NFL stadiums for the 2015 football season. Hoping to reduce the cost of these improvements by incorporating the addition of WiFi facilities into the current construction project, the Jaguars proposed a cost-sharing agreement with the City to finance the approximately $4 million cost of the improvements a year early. The City will allocate $1.25 million from the Banking Fund and receive credit for $667,000 (2/3 of the approximately $1 million) in cost savings being realized on the $63 million video boards/north end zone project. The Jaguars will invest $1.8 million plus their $333,000 share of the current project savings.
Policy Impact Area: EverBank stadium improvements
Fiscal Impact: The City will allocate $1.25 million from the Banking Fund and receive credit for $667,000 (2/3 of the approximately $1 million) in cost savings being realized on the $63 million video boards/north end zone project.
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